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MISSION 



Ukraine at War for their 

Survival 

The women and mothers of 

Ukraine use picture drawing as a 

therapy to deal with their loss 

and fear of the war in Ukraine 

that has devastated their homes 

and torn their families apart. 

These framed drawings are orig-

inal art works and they are given 

as a gift for a donation to ”This 

Child Here”.  You may select a 

framed picture of your choice.  (The Mission Team recommends a generous gift 

of $150 or more ).  This organization is where Jo Wheeler (second from right) 

from the First Presbyterian Church, Vero Beach, FL visited in Izmail, 

Ukraine. She spent 20 days in February to see the ongoing work that our 

church helps to support. She met mothers and children, went to grocery stores 

to buy products and food, and visited the center where mothers and families 

came for help and therapy. Also pictured is Rev. Dr. Robert Gamble (on far left) 

who is the director of the project. 

 

These framed drawings are currently on display in McAfee Hall.  Please make 
checks to 1st Presbyterian Church (memo This Child Here). 

MISSION 



This editorial was in the Press Journal on Wednesday, March 1, 2023 on behalf of the Justice and 
Honor Team in response to hate propaganda that was distributed in Indian River County against 
the Jewish community. We stand in solidarity with our Jewish brothers and sisters, as well as all cit-
izens of our diverse community. 
 

Our motto is Stop Hate, Start Kindness 
 
 
“When Hate is Normalized All Americans are Threatened.” 
 
The Justice and Honor Committee of First Presbyterian Church, Vero Beach applauds 
the Press Journal’s coverage of recent antisemitic attacks on fellow Americans and our 
democracy on the Treasure Coast. One might assume that in 2023 we as a people have 
grown beyond leaving hate-filled message bags on homeowners’ driveways. Sadly, we 
would be wrong.  As Law enforcement and the ADL tells us—some still find enjoy-
ment in distributing hate, intended to demonize any group not resembling their own. 
And such incidences are rising.  
 
The Justice and Honor Committee of First Presbyterian Church strongly condemns the 
actions of those spreading hate propaganda on our doorsteps. We stand with our Jewish 
brothers and sisters, and all who are victimized simply because they do not look, act, or 
worship the same as others.  As Christians, our mandate comes from Jesus of Nazareth 

who said, “Love one another, as I have 
loved you”. We have decided to choose 
love.   As Americans our mandate is re-
flected a pledge often recited, “One na-
tion, under God, indivisible, with liber-
ty and justice for all.”  Thank you, 
Press Journal, and Josephine Gon for 
the sober reminder: “Our democracy is 
threatened when hate becomes normal-
ized. This is not a Jewish problem to 
solve. This is an American problem to 
solve.”  We intend to help in finding a 
solution.  
 
Dr. Sam Rutland, theologian in resi-
dence, writing on behalf of the Justice 
and Honor Committee of First Presby-
terian Church, Vero Beach, Fl. 
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And the Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Membership for 2023 goes to… 

 Judith Taylor  



 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Joan Irvine read the following as Judith’s Honorary Pin was presented: 
  
 “The Presbyterian Church honors women who give outstanding service to the church and to the ideals of the 
Presbyterian organization.  Today we are going to present this Honorary Lifetime Membership to one of our own.  
(con’t) 
 
 She came to our church in 1994 when she was appointed Dir. of Music/Organist.  She and her son joined the 
church soon after.  During the time she held this position, she started the cherub and youth choirs, increased the 
adult choir, started the handbells, Orff Instrument Band, and ran Vacation Bible School.  In 2001 she was ap-
proached with an offer to purchase an Allen Renaissance Organ for our sanctuary.  She set up a planning committee 
with this donor and established an organ fund.  When it was installed, she performed with other musicians at the 
dedication of our beautiful pipe organ. 
 
 In retirement she serves as a curator of the handbells program, works with Jacob Craig to reorganize the music 
library and volunteer at the 1st Pres Preschool reading to the 4 & 5 year olds.  She is outgoing Corresponding Secy. 
of the Presbyterian Women. 
 
 This honor is long overdue and so for her outstanding service I’m proud to present this honorary pin to Judith 
Taylor.  This comes with a contribution in her name to the PW’s Scholarship Fund.”   
 
 

 
 

 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 



NEWS & NOTES 

All Aboard! 
 
 
Calling all train enthusiasts! We 
will be gathering a group and meet 
at a place where we can set train 

layouts into motion and have great 
discussions. 
If interested, please call the office - 
772-562-9088 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

The Deacons are excited to roll out a new Deacon 
Congregational Care Program:  

“DEACONS HAVE A HEART” 

We look forward to sharing this program with our 
church family and kindly ask you to stay tuned for 
details in the coming days.   



WORSHIP & MUSIC 

The FPC Youth Music Department invites you to a Benefit Dinner and Silent Auction on May 6. 
All proceeds will go towards our Music Tour to NYC in June.  

The food service and entertainment will be provided by the youth going on this trip.  

This will be an event you will NOT want to miss.  

This will be an upbeat and exciting night. Broadway tunes, classic favorites, and more to be ex-
pected.  

Games, prizes, and a beautiful silent auction will also occur during this one night event. Bring cash 
or your checkbook to support the youth music department! 

Registration is required. Tickets are $30 until April 21. Then, tickets will change to $35 if you have 
not registered and paid. Buy your tickets soon. We can only host 200 guests for dinner! 

Final Payments are due May 1, 2023 

Registration can be done online or by calling Peter 
Mahtani. PeterMahtani@firstpresvero.org 7725629088 ext.130 
 
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri54478/PublicRegistrations/Event?
linkString=Yzk5MDhjMDEtNWM0Ny00MThhLWEwZTItYWZjNDAxM2M2ZTk1 
 
 
 

mailto:PeterMahtani@firstpresvero.org
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY APRIL! 
CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS 



First Presbyterian Church 

 

which will take place 

Lunch will take place in E.T. Smith Lounge, beginning at 12:00pm. Led by Susan Long, our Faith Community 

Nurse, we will be  discussing steps to help you walk through the stages of grief. Your $5 cost includes lunch. 

April Sermons & Services 


