FIRST NEWS

Building Faith, Changing Lives, Sharing Christ

The Way of the Cross

This past month our Tuesday Morning Bible Study began examining the Gospel of John.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus is famous for stating seven “| Am” statements. In these
statements, Jesus confirms his unity with the Father and proclaims his divinity. One of
the “l Am” statements simply affirms that, “l am the way.”

The early church first called themselves the “Followers of the Way.” To be a follower of
the Way means that we are willing to bear the cross on the “Way,” or journey, as Jesus
bore His cross. As we move from Lent to Easter, we must affirm the tension in which we
live that calls us to bear the cross and resist the temptations of this world, temptations
that pull us away from the calling of Christ.

It is clear that we live in a world where so many of us simply “want to hear what we want
to hear.” There are many who refuse to hear the difficult commands of Christ that are
often shocking and challenging. We often fail to hear that Christ calls us to do that which
is difficult and not that which is easy or convenient. As my friend, Rev. Dr. Conrad Sharps
noted, “The way of the world, is the way of ultimate death. The way of Christ, however, is
ironically the way of the cross, the way of self-sacrifice, of obedience to God. The way of
Christ often has a high personal cost to people who are true to the commands of the
gospel.”

As we celebrate Easter this year, we are challenged to reexamine our lives and our faith
in light of the cross and resurrection. Do we have the humility and courage today to hear
Jesus' words and obey them with integrity in a world that can never understand? Are we
willing to bear the cost of sharing the love of God in Jesus Christ? This is our challenge
and our opportunity, as we follow the Way!

As we celebrate the resurrection this Easter, affirming the amazing love that God has for
us, understanding the cost of such love, we pray that God would grant us the measure of
wisdom, faith, and courage that we need to be followers of His way. For we must
remember that Christ proclaims, “l am the way, the truth, and the life!”

God bless you all this Easter and may you continue to be blessed to be a blessing.

Sincerely,
Pastor Tim
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| appreciate this congregation’s culture of looking to upgrade our current ministries —
looking for ways to improve what we are already doing. It fits well with our Presbyterian
or Reformed historical mantra “Reformed and Always Being Reformed.” It has also been a
blessing to get to know a number of people in our Cottage Meetings (and in other
gatherings). In the Cottage Meetings, we invited your ideas for upgrades to our current
ministries and several fell within the area of Discipleship or Christian Education. We have
a few initiatives already being planned for various age groups in the church.

One discipleship ministry that has been important in my history has been Small Group
Ministry; some congregations call these Life Groups. These are groups that meet every
week or couple weeks. They often include fellowship, refreshments, Bible study, sharing
concerns, and prayer together. Often, significant care is provided within small groups for
difficult times for members. | experienced this significantly in my own crisis about 25
years ago in such a group.

Small groups are usually led by a facilitator, and I'm intentional about the use of this
word. The small group facilitator is not necessary an expert on the passage nor a teacher
in the group. The facilitator generally coordinates the schedule and keeps the group on
task for the study. Ideally, the entire group studies the passage together and builds on
what everybody else discerns in the passage. Sometimes, the discussion occurs after a
video that comes with the study the group has chosen. I'd be very happy to help the group
discern a focus and study guide that would work well for the group.

The greater church has a wealth of guides to study scripture. Some focus on a particular
book of the Bible or portion of scripture; others are more thematic. Yet others focus on a
method of studying a passage and invite participants to use a study Bible or other
resource in their study. Groups sometimes decide to study another book related to faith,
prayer, or other, similar topics.

I've been a part of groups that meet in homes, a coffee shop, a room in the church, or in
other places.

If you would be interested in being a part of a Small Group Bible Study, please call Lisa
Jeffra in the church office (772-562-9088) or lisaj@firstpresvero.orginterest as we find
times and studies for groups.

| encourage you to consider being part of a group. I've developed many friendships within
the groups I've participated and learned a lot from the group’s wisdom. Even this last
year, | was blessed in having dinner with two such friends when | was visiting Grand
Rapids, Michigan, for a conference.

Pastor Andy
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Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

It is with the utmost appreciation and humility that | thank the Session, Deacons, Trustees
and Congregation of First Presbyterian Church of Vero Beach for the honor and
kindnesses extended to me and my family for my 25th Anniversary Celebration! | am truly
humbled by the honors extended to me and for the recognition of my time of service.

I simply cannot express my surprise at the Center for Christian Life being dedicated in the
name of my family! I include in this honor the legacy of my parents, Stephanie and my
children. Of all the saints who have served this congregation so faithfully and well, | am
truly humbled by the honor.

I also am so appreciative of the generosity of the congregation for the Love Gift, the hope
of leading a trip to Israel, the amazing dinner and the dedicated anthem celebrating the
benediction that | have made familiar at First Presbyterian Church. Please know, | am so
thankful for all of you and being humbled can barely describe my emotions. Thanks to
everyone!

Finally, | want to thank the congregation for your outpouring of sympathy in the death of
my beloved niece, Carol Leigh. Thank you for allowing me time away to be with my family.
I am thankful that Carol Leigh is not suffering anymore and | am confident that she is now
experiencing the joy that we can yet imagine.

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Sincerely,
Pastor Tim
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During the installation for Reverend Andy, | recognized members of the search
committee who worked diligently to find an Associate Pastor for FPC. In doing so, | forgot
to mention two members....Lucille Craig and Holly LoGiudice...who were responsible for
revising/updating our church “resume”. The result of their efforts brought Andy to the
committee’s attention. That result was the installation of Reverend Andy as our new
Associate Pastor. My apologies to Lucille and Holly and our sincere thanks for your efforts.

Jonathan Miller
APNC Co-Chair



New Sanctuary Fund

FPCVB NEW SANCTUARY COMMITTEE

Photo names L-R: Seated - Kimberly Ball and Lucille Craig. Middle - Bud Johnson. Back - Dave
Kelso, Bob Satola, Rod Keefer, Mike Snyder, Scott Westerman, Phil Schwin, Todd Heckman.

The Facilities Development committee led by chairman Phil Schwin has been working for years to
conceptualize and plan for the new Sanctuary. Committee members have experience in
construction, engineering, management, design and finance to aid in decision making. Their
purpose is to provide oversight for the other new Sanctuary committees and to also vote on
critical aspects including contracts, design and finance.

Early in the process, the Facilities Committee simultaneously implemented key contracts so that so
that an integrated design could be developed.

* Proctor Construction company was selected as the General Contractor. Proctor was the GC
for the CCL building, and has an excellent local reputation. The Proctor team was a critical
partner in cost estimating and vendor selection in the design phase.

* Proctor recommended Leo Daly from West Palm Beach as the architect firm that was partnered
with TLC Engineering of Melbourne.

* The Facilities Committee also hired subspecialities in Audio, Visual and Acoustical design so
that the build process was integrated for electronics from the start of the design process.

Some of the more notable changes from the original proposals include:

e Optimizing the layout of canopies covering walkways and matching construction to the
existing CCL design to save over $300,000.

e Adding a low stone knee wall with the same brickwork to match the CCL.

* Changing the color of curtain wall windows tint to blue from the architect’s proposed green
tint.

* Allocation of funding to have a definable budget for different construction elements.

* Approving contracts, including the decision to split out some FPCVB managed contracts from
the Proctor contract to save on management oversight fees.

* Raising the foundation elevation by 3ft and using a metal roof for hurricane protection.

Being good stewards of the gifts provided, the Facilities Development committee has sought out
design optimization to reduce unnecessary costs in order to improve quality in key areas such as
acoustics and aesthetics. Designs were also examined with maintenance needs and trying to
future proof the church infrastructure.
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New Sanctuary Fund

The Interior Design Team has been working on the new Sanctuary for over a year and a half. This
diverse group has made careful selections on finishes and made and proposals to the Facilities

Development Committee for approval into drawings. Some of the more notable changes from the
original architect’s proposal include:

* Development of an open two-story Narthex with Dalle de Verre up top to save half of the Dalle
that was proposed by the architect to be stored. (Original proposal was a one-story Narthex
with a stairwell in the front corner.)

* Placement of the large Dalle de Verre windows in the Sanctuary instead of the Narthex.

e Carpet in the Narthex instead of ceramic tile to reduce noise and a slip hazard.

* Terrazzo tiling placed under seating instead of polished concrete and terrazzo flooring instead
of the originally proposed maple Chancel platform. The terrazzo is similar to what was in the
old Sanctuary under seating and the Chancel platform.

* A full-size Chancel platform instead of a stowable temporary front. Shortening the main
platform stairs to make room for placement of the Communion table. Added an accessibility
ramp for choir members and musical instruments.

* ADA compliance was achieved by specifying level flooring, an outdoor wheelchair ramp, and
automatic door openers. (Churches are not required to be ADA compliant and these features
were not in the original plan.)

* The Audio, Visual and Lighting control booth was relocated over the vestibule entrance instead
of taking up floor space in the Breakout Room.

* The Women's restroom was moved closer to the Bridal Make-up room.

* Following suggestions from the congregation, these ideas were refined:

* Diversified seating profiles in the sanctuary with additional seat padding.

* A full kitchen in the Breakout room with a curtain to cover it during services.

* A nearby storage pantry was added for the kitchen / Breakout room.

It is an exciting time for all of us at First Presbyterian Church to see the start of building the new
Sanctuary! Thank you for your contributions to the capital campaign.
- Mike Snyder

CONTACT Your New Sanciuar¥ Awaits Capital Fund
Committee Officers

Co-Chair: Bill King cell: 917-375-7160
email: billking28egmail.com

Co-Chair: Scott Westermann, cell: 719-649-1214
email: swestermannOleme.com

Financial Administrator, Kimberly Ball: tel:772-562-9088, ext. 111
email: kimberlybefirstpresvero.org




Join us for an exciting afternoon of jazz featuring an outstanding quartet of accomplished
musicians. The ensemble includes acclaimed percussionist Tony Miranda, whose incredible
international career spans performances with leading orchestras, jazz ensembles, Broadway
productions, and major artists such as Neil Diamond and Madonna. The featured artist for the
program is internationally recognized saxophonist John Michalak, a Grammy-nominated and Latin
Grammy-winning performer known for his expressive sound and remarkable versatility across jazz,
Latin, R&B, and pop styles. Michalak has toured and recorded with some of the most celebrated
artists in the music industry, including Gloria Estefan and the Miami Sound Machine, Julio Iglesias,
Ricky Martin, KC and the Sunshine Band, and Engelbert Humperdinck, and has appeared with
artists such as Carlos Santana, Patti LaBelle, and John Legend. His career has taken him to
prestigious venues around the world, including the Sydney Opera House, Royal Albert Hall, the
Kennedy Center, and Madison Square Garden. We are thrilled to have bassist Dave Mundy, who
has been writing, performing, and producing music professionally in Florida since 1991, and is the
jozz studies director of Indian River Charter High School. The quartet will be completed by Jacob
Craig on piano, Director of Music and Arts at First Presbyterian Church. Together, these
remarkable musicians promise an engaging program of sophisticated jazz artistry in the beautiful
worship center of First Presbyterian Church.

Carmina Burana by Carl Orff is a powerful 20th-century choral masterpiece
inspired by the Codex Buranus, a 13th-century collection of poems written by
wandering scholars, monks, and poets. Exploring themes of love, springtime,
and life’s indulgences, Orff set 24 of these texts to music with driving
rhythms, bold harmonies, and dramatic intensity. The iconic “O Fortuna”
frames the work, opening and closing this unforgettable performance. Sung
in Medieval Latin, Middle High German, and Old French, English translations
will be projected above the stage.

Presented by the Vero Beach Choral Society and Indian River Charter High
School Choir, this performance features 120 voices and a 60-piece orchestra
under the direction of Dr. Jacob Craig.

Tuesday, April 14 at 7:30 PM
Waxlax Center for the Performing Arts
at Saint Edward’s School

Purchase tickets at VeroBeachChoralSociety.org
or by scanning the QR code.
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Art by
Viviana Molinares & Edward Tejeiro

The Galleries at First Presbyterian Church
520 Royal Palm Blvd / Vero Beach, FL 32960

Opening Reception
Sunday, April 12 / 1:00PM - 3:00PM

Exhibit runs through June 30
Live music by Dr. Jacob Craig
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JOIN US AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH FOR THE 2"° ANNUAL
BLESSING OF THE PETS - (ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE CAMPUS)

BIessing of the Pets  Blessings, Fun, Treats

April 10™ at 4:00PM  for Pets and People!

NEW DIRECTORY UPDATE

We are in the process of updating our Church Directory for 2026-2027.

If you would like to have a new portrait to be included please email your favorite photo
to: lisaj@firstpresvero.org by April 15th.

SCOTLAND JOY JOURNEY
Are you interested in traveling with your Church Family......then pack your bags? We are
planning a 10 day trip to Scotland with Jacob Craig!

The trip will take place (roundtrip from Orlando) on 9/28 through 10/5!

There will be an informational meeting, where
you will receive all the details, on Tuesday,
April 7 at Noon, in the Schumann Conference
Center.

If you are unable to attend, a ZOOM link will be
available.

For more information please contact Anne
Adams via email:
anneadams@firstpresvero.org



mailto:anneadams@firstpresvero.org

.—-A_.,}";'.a-. Sihag i »-”“ Ty 4"'_'

SAVE THE DATH
Vacation Dible School
Juvie 8 - 12

Mark your calendars for a qun-filled week of taith, friends, §eg
music, garmes, and ungorget table memories. More details awd
registration coming sooul

completed VK students - current 5th graders

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for VBS!
It's a rewarding week for all!
June 8-12
8:30 AM-12 PM
We need teachers, assistants, craft assistants, and snack assistants.
Please contact Lyn Smith (772.539.113 or email smilyni32@aol.com) if
you can volunteer for the week of VBS.

Bible Blast

Kids In the Kitchen July 20-24
SR 3-17 9AM-12PM
9AM-12PM $50
$60
completed 3rd grade- (completed \i:g; IS;;mpleted 5th
completed 6th grade g

Mallets and More

- Teens In the Kitchen July 20-24

(ytjuth_ pnly) 12:30-2:00PM
uly 13-17 i
12:30-2:30 PM (completed 3rd graders - completed

sth.graders)



Preschool

FIRSTPRESBYTERIAN PRESCHOOL

2026

SU&WR

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9AM - 1PM
Week 1: Junel1-5

Aloha! Weloome Summer

Neek 2:June 15 - 19
s & But.t.erf‘l es

ﬂﬂllqlrllﬂ
Weel 3+ Jmt'ss _ 26 WN SNACH
W Salfl:aai: & jungle H2rgmalj 4 3 AN,

inosaur Disoovery =97 JuNEs-12

Week 5 : July 13 - 17
Tiny Chef*
Week 6: JuI% 20 - 24

Campout Wee
$200 PER WEEK

ﬂuul‘fﬂed St.ugi" Pedhtmi'n CPR/First Aid Trli
CDA ertified. Bac mund uﬂ:ene
All students attending summer Imp to hwe
school entry health forms on file; DH3040 & ';me Pediatrician)
APPLICATION WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED II.nlITH HESE FORMS.

: 520 Royal Palm B
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Youth Music
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We want to extend our deepest gratitude to our wonderful church family and
the surrounding community. Whether you joined us in person for our benefit
dinner or generously sent in a donation, your support means the world to us
and to our youth.

The evening was truly magical! Our youth poured their hearts into their
performance, treating us to a wonderful mix of beloved Disney classics and
exciting new hits. A major highlight of the night was the grand finale:
beautiful music from the movie Coco, sung partially in Spanish. This special
performance was meant to share our inspiration for our upcoming youth tour
to Puerto Rico, giving everyone a taste of the vibrant culture we are so excited
to experience and serve.

We are absolutely thrilled to announce that, thanks to your incredible
generosity, the event raised $47,000! Every single dollar raised will go
directly toward funding our Puerto Rico trip. We are now just steps away
from our $50,000 goal, and we are confident that, with our community
behind us, we will cross the finish line.

Thank you for investing in our youth, believing in their mission, and helping
make this dream trip a reality. We couldn't do it without you!



I am very pleased to share with you the results of our Medications for
Cuba ask. As usual, our members were extremely generous.

We received over $1,000 in monetary funds to purchase additional items
to send and to ship the items to Cuba.

In addition to that, we received:
e 227 bottles of all sizes of analgesics
e 204 packages of bandages
29 items of cough and cold remedies
45 packages of stomach relieve products
32 containers of vitamins
19 bottles of children products
18 tubes of various ointments
16 bottles of hydrogen peroxide
27 bars of soap and more miscellaneous prescriptions, thermometers
and even a package of dice for enjoyment.

Way to go FPC!! Our brothers and sisters in Cuba certainly appreciate your
generosity.

- Shirley Douglas

Sunset Apartment Food Distribution

Food from the Treasure Coast Food Bank is delivered to the Gifford Youth Achievement Center, where

volunteers package and distribute it to residents of 36 Sunset Apartments, a subsidized housing community

primarily for seniors. Distribution is typically held on the last Wednesday of each month.

Through this ministry, we build Christian friendships while meeting practical needs. Volunteers are always

welcome to help package and deliver groceries just a short drive from the GYAC.

GYAC location: RemainingDates of
4875 43rd Ave, Vero Beach, FL. 32967 Distribution for 2026
We meet at the GYAC at 8:30 am on the following
, , April 22 July 22 October 28
Wednesdays. Please volunteer. For more information call or
May 27 August 26 November 18

text Carol Smoyer (772-538-8795)

email: clsmoyerebellsouth.net Ig24g SR nndRZY Pt
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Presbyterian Women

Members of the Presbyterian Women enjoyed their Annual Spring Luncheon held in
McAfee Hall on Saturday, March 21st. There were 64 in attendance including our honored
guest, Associate Pastor Andy Smothers, and our speaker, Angel Pietsch, the Executive
Director and Founder of Little Birthday Angels, a nonprofit organization providing a
special birthday to homeless children in Indian River County.

Ms. Pietsch shared the joy her organization brings to these homeless children, some
having never had their birthday celebrated. She explained in detail how we can support
this organization, not only by monetary donations but by volunteering to assist in packing
the duffel bags that these children are given, each filled with a pair of athletic shoes, socks,
toiletries, and a wrapped gift chosen specifically for each child.

The tables were dressed in yellow, while the chairs were wrapped in alternating pink and
lavender bows, courtesy of Maggie Fleming and her “apprentices”. Matching pink and
lavender napkins adorned each table setting. Centerpieces followed a birthday theme
with wrapped birthday presents arranged on mirrored tiles, scattered with birthday
confetti, and topped with a single pastel helium-filled balloon. Each person took home a
handcrafted birthday favor filled with M&Ms.

A delicious luncheon meal of butternut squash or chicken and wild rice soup, a variety of
sandwiches, and beautifully decorated cupcakes was enjoyed by all. We especially thank
Carol Campbell and her team for preparing our food.

Last, but certainly not least, our fabulous team of waiters - composed of the men of the
church - added to the joy of the afternoon. A wonderful time was had by all. Many thanks
to Cyndi Johann, Co-Moderator and Chairwoman of this event, for creating such a lovely
and informative experience.
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Presbyterian Women

Unique Boutique will begin collecting for 2026 Christmas Tree Lane

When: Beginning April 2nd through May.
| Every Monday 9:00-11:00am; Every Thursday 1:00-3:00pm.
Where: West entrance of Center for Christian Life (Bldg. D).
Please do not drop off at the church office.
What: New and clean, gently used items may include: dishes, glassware,
kitchen, linens, toys, games, artwork, small furniture, sports
equipment, jewelry, decorative items, tools, etc.

Please no clothing, books, electronics or large furniture.

For more information contact Cyndi Johann 309-224-5301.

Drcsbytonian Women Butheday Offoring oSt eddertd
Celebnate the blessings in youn life! PW had 14 people attend the
first Just Desserts on Feb. 24th,

Y our first evening offering.
e\

=== The next Just Desserts will be
PRESBYTERIAN April 28th. We plan to have a
City Mission of Findlay WOMEN Haywood Christian Ministry ;
Women and Children’s Crisis Rural Food Assistance Project short program, devotion and a
Shelter Waynesville, Morth Carolina

time for fellowship as before.

Sign up on realm or by calling Lisa in the Church Office

APRIL 1NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER -
Wﬁ; HOLY WEEK

APRIL 8 APRIL 15 APRIL 22 APRIL 29

Tossed Salad

e
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. Italian House Salad Salad
Baked Chicken S .
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy Baked Ravioli Cheeseburger Macaroni

Texas Toast Corn

Stuffing . .
Mixed Vegetables Biscuits & Butter
Green Beans
Dessert Dessert

Rolls & Butter
Dessert




1. Timothy Hultquist, Dorothy Swenson,
Rich Wyderski, Nevena Yancy
2. June Bercaw, Shellane Bucher

3. Betsy DiBenedetto
4. Marge Albertson, Gerry Duhaime,
Jean Simmons

5. Jeff Rayfield
6. Barbara Gormas
7. Bob Clements, Carol Rhodes

9. Barbara Rigby, Barbara Rogers

10. Jesse Lewis, Gary Peirce

11. Brad Smith

12. Tony Sapienza

13. Chris Grant, Margot Williams

15. John Reed, Melissa Roig

16. Heather Reeb, Susan Roberts

17. Carol Beaty

18. Catherine Reichert

19. Ryan Caddy, Nancy Morgan

20. Gigi Giampieto

21. Marsha Brizzie, Betty Burtch

23. Barbara Burrows, Sarah Jane Moore

25. Sheila Case, Christie Jeffries, Jerry Reichert,
Connie Sapienza

26. Erik Carlsen, Jon Forest, Mary Ellen TenEyck

29. Janine Nixon

What's Goin’On - April at FirstPresVero
Here are some recurring activities, meetings or classes that you might like to attend
Everyone is welcome.

Group/Class Day Weekly Monthly Time & Place Chair/Contact details
Men’s Di . Mond v 3:00PM Frank lodice (772) 538-5697
en's biscussion onday es Youth Wing email:lfrankbi@cs.com
Men’s Fellowship Tuesd v 8:00AM Glenn Conn (740) 803-3519
Breakfast uesday es McAfee Hall email: gconn@msn.com
10:30AM
Bible Study Tuesday Yes Dr Tim 772-562-9088
Schumann
Fell hip Di Wednesd Y 5:00PM Lisa Jeffra (f i 772-562-9088
ellowship Dinner ednesday es McAfee Hall isa Jeffra (for reservations)
. Ann Faunce (303) 947-7984 email:
fo;tg?r:lt:dy iﬂnd d 11:30-12:30 bafaunce@gmail.com & Jane Millar (732)
onday 600-5118, email: Jym75@aol.com
FPV PW Erid 3rd 11:30AM BJ Fisher 678-481-3835
social/luncheon riaay Friday Olive Garden email:harrysally11262@gmail.com



tel:7725385697
mailto:lfrankbi@cs.com
mailto:lfrankbi@cs.com
tel:7408033519
mailto:gconn@msn.com
mailto:gconn@msn.com
tel:3039477984
mailto:bafaunce@gmail.com
tel:7326005118
tel:7326005118
mailto:jvm75@aol.com
mailto:harrysally11262@gmail.com

Sunday Worship
April 2026
8:15 AM - Mighell Chapel

9:30 AM - McAfee Hall

11:00 AM - McAfee Hall
Childcare available at all services

April Sermons

April 5 .
Matthew 28:1-10 April 12
John 20:19-31
“DNBA “My Lord and My God”
Easter Sunday y y
April 19 April 26
Luke 24:13-35 1 Peter 2:19-25
“Becoming Cleopas!” “Guardian of the Galaxy!”

Church Leadership & Staff

Rev. Dr. G. Timothy Womack, Senior Pastor
Rev. Andrew Smothers, Associate Pastor
Dr. Sam Rutland, Theologian in Residence
Dr. Holly Adams, Theologian in Residence
Dr. Jacob Craig, Director of Music & Arts
Peter Mahtani, Associate Director of Music & Arts
Ginny Bauer, Senior Administrative Assistant to the Pastors
Kimberly Ball, Financial Administrator
Lisa Jeffra, Administrative Assistant
Anne Adams, Membership Coordinator
Roger Wagner, Facility Coordinator
Kayla Chaples, Communications Coordinator

Elders Board of Deacons

Class of 2026 Anne Posey*, Judy Garrett*, Moderator - Carol Rhodes

Jim Gambill*, Ted Miller Class of 2026 Ginger Allen, Suzanne Breese,

Class of 2027 Ann Faunce, Bill King", Connie Derman, Carol Rhodes, Lee Tiebout,

Jonathan Miller, Phil Schwin Shirley Douglas

Class of 2028 Cris Gillespie, Melissa Snyder, Class of 2027 B J Fisher, Susan Gordon,

Sumner Case, Robyn Thompson Eileen Ganser, Frank lodice, Ruth Thomas,
Marsha Brizzie

Clerk of Session - Dr. Lucille Craig Class of 2028 Sue Appel, Nancy Edmiston,

Board of Trustees President - Lisa Barnes Deb Fletcher, Nancy Morgan, Louise Tranquilli,

Treasurer - Scott Westermann Rick Tranquilli

(*indicates Trustee)
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	The Interior Design Team has been working on the new Sanctuary for over a year and a half.  This diverse group has made careful selections on finishes and made and proposals to the Facilities Development Committee for approval into drawings.  Some of the more notable changes from the original architect’s proposal include:
	Development of an open two-story Narthex with Dalle de Verre up top to save half of the Dalle that was proposed by the architect to be stored. (Original proposal was a one-story Narthex with a stairwell in the front corner.)
	Placement of the large Dalle de Verre windows in the Sanctuary instead of the Narthex.
	Carpet in the Narthex instead of ceramic tile to reduce noise and a slip hazard.
	Terrazzo tiling placed under seating instead of polished concrete and terrazzo flooring instead of the originally proposed maple Chancel platform.  The terrazzo is similar to what was in the old Sanctuary under seating and the Chancel platform.
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	ADA compliance was achieved by specifying level flooring, an outdoor wheelchair ramp, and automatic door openers.  (Churches are not required to be ADA compliant and these features were not in the original plan.)
	The Audio, Visual and Lighting control booth was relocated over the vestibule entrance instead of taking up floor space in the Breakout Room.
	The Women’s restroom was moved closer to the Bridal Make-up room.
	Following suggestions from the congregation, these ideas were refined:
	Diversified seating profiles in the sanctuary with additional seat padding.
	A full kitchen in the Breakout room with a curtain to cover it during services.
	A nearby storage pantry was added for the kitchen / Breakout room.

	It is an exciting time for all of us at First Presbyterian Church to see the start of building the new Sanctuary!  Thank you for your contributions to the capital campaign.                                                                                                                                                - Mike Snyder
	CONTACT Your New Sanctuary Awaits Capital Fund  Committee Officers

	Sunday, April 12, 2026  4:00 PM First Presbyterian Church  of Vero Beach
	Carmina Burana by Carl Orff is a powerful 20th-century choral masterpiece inspired by the Codex Buranus, a 13th-century collection of poems written by wandering scholars, monks, and poets. Exploring themes of love, springtime, and life’s indulgences, Orff set 24 of these texts to music with driving rhythms, bold harmonies, and dramatic intensity. The iconic “O Fortuna” frames the work, opening and closing this unforgettable performance. Sung in Medieval Latin, Middle High German, and Old French, English translations will be projected above the stage.
	Presented by the Vero Beach Choral Society and Indian River Charter High School Choir, this performance features 120 voices and a 60-piece orchestra under the direction of Dr. Jacob Craig.
	Tuesday, April 14 at 7:30 PM Waxlax Center for the Performing Arts  at Saint Edward’s School
	Purchase tickets at VeroBeachChoralSociety.org  or by scanning the QR code.
	Worship
	April 2  Maundy Thursday Service of  Holy Communion & Tenebrae  7:00 PM

	April 5  Easter Sunday He Is Risen!
	Hospitality
	SCOTLAND JOY JOURNEY
	Discipleship

	SUMMER CAMPS

	SAVE THE DATE!
	Vacation Bible School
	June 8 - 12
	Mark your calendars for a fun-filled week of faith, friends, music, games, and unforgettable memories. More details and registration coming soon!
	VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for VBS!  It's a rewarding week for all! June 8-12 8:30 AM-12 PM  We need teachers, assistants, craft assistants, and snack assistants.  Please contact Lyn Smith (772.539.1113 or email smilyn132@aol.com) if you can volunteer for the week of VBS.



	Preschool
	Youth Music

	FPC YOUTH MUSIC BENEFIT 2026
	I am very pleased to share with you the results of our Medications for Cuba ask. As usual, our members were extremely generous.
	We received over $1,000 in monetary funds to purchase additional items to send and to ship the items to Cuba.
	In addition to that, we received:
	227 bottles of all sizes of analgesics
	204 packages of bandages
	29 items of cough and cold remedies
	45 packages of stomach relieve products
	32 containers of vitamins
	19 bottles of children products
	18 tubes of various ointments
	16 bottles of hydrogen peroxide
	27 bars of soap and more miscellaneous prescriptions, thermometers and even a package of dice for enjoyment.

	Way to go FPC!! Our brothers and sisters in Cuba certainly appreciate your generosity.
	- Shirley Douglas

	Mission
	Sunset Apartment Food Distribution
	RemainingDates of Distribution for 2026

	Presbyterian Women
	Presbyterian Women
	Please no clothing, books, electronics or large furniture.


	Just Desserts
	Wednesday Night Dinners
	APRIL 1 NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER - HOLY WEEK
	APRIL 8
	APRIL 15
	APRIL 22
	APRIL 29
	Fellowship



	1. Timothy Hultquist, Dorothy Swenson,         Rich Wyderski, Nevena Yancy 2. June Bercaw, Shellane Bucher 3. Betsy DiBenedetto 4. Marge Albertson, Gerry Duhaime,      Jean Simmons 5. Jeff Rayfield 6. Barbara Gormas 7. Bob Clements, Carol Rhodes 9. Barbara Rigby, Barbara Rogers 10. Jesse Lewis, Gary Peirce 11. Brad Smith 12. Tony Sapienza
	13. Chris Grant, Margot Williams 15. John Reed, Melissa Roig 16. Heather Reeb, Susan Roberts 17. Carol Beaty 18. Catherine Reichert 19. Ryan Caddy, Nancy Morgan 20. Gigi Giampieto 21. Marsha Brizzie, Betty Burtch 23. Barbara Burrows, Sarah Jane Moore 25. Sheila Case, Christie Jeffries, Jerry Reichert,         Connie Sapienza 26. Erik Carlsen, Jon Forest, Mary Ellen TenEyck 29. Janine Nixon
	What’s Goin’On – April at FirstPresVero Here are some recurring activities, meetings or classes that you might like to attend Everyone is welcome.
	Sunday Worship
	April 2026 8:15 AM - Mighell Chapel 9:30 AM - McAfee Hall  11:00 AM - McAfee Hall Childcare available at all services
	April Sermons
	April 5 Matthew 28:1-10 “DNBA” Easter Sunday
	April 12 John 20:19-31 “My Lord and My God”
	April 19 Luke 24:13-35 “Becoming Cleopas!”
	April 26 1 Peter 2:19-25 “Guardian of the Galaxy!”

	Church Leadership & Staff
	Rev. Dr. G. Timothy Womack, Senior Pastor           Rev. Andrew Smothers, Associate Pastor Dr. Sam Rutland, Theologian in Residence Dr. Holly Adams,  Theologian in Residence Dr. Jacob Craig, Director of Music & Arts  Peter Mahtani, Associate Director of Music & Arts  Ginny Bauer, Senior Administrative Assistant to the Pastors Kimberly Ball, Financial Administrator  Lisa Jeffra, Administrative Assistant Anne Adams, Membership Coordinator Roger Wagner, Facility Coordinator Kayla Chaples, Communications Coordinator



