June 2022

News
Building Faith, Changing Lives,
& Sharing Christ.
Left Behind, Active, and Engaged
There is no doubt that Indian River County experiences what most of us call the “season.” Though the season is less pronounced than in years past, we still watch as our
friends and neighbors return to their northern or western residences. I often share the
story that when I first came across the “Left Behind” book series*, I thought it was
about what happens to us in Indian River County in the summer!
Though we may feel “Left Behind,” we need to know that, at First Presbyterian Church
of Vero Beach, we are as active and engaged as ever. Our ministry and service to
Christ does not slow down nor does it deaccelerate. From now through November,
First Presbyterian Church will be working to strengthen our ministries. The reality we
face is that a strong, active and engaged church during this time of year makes us
even stronger when our friends and members return.
Active
First Presbyterian Church will be active in worship, adult and youth ministries, and in mission. On Sunday,
May 29th, we moved to our summer and fall worship times (8:30am
and 10am). We will focus on faithful
and passionate worship with special
music and applicable theological
focus. Our Young at Heart Ministry we celebrate our fellowship with
gatherings, meals and trips. Our young ministry will gather through the summer with
Sunday Youth Fellowship, trips and retreats. Our missions will continue as we serve
the community and prepare for our annual mission trips.
										

continued next page...

...continued from page 1
Engaged
Our resident members and friends will be engaged in strengthening our ministry. The
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee will ramp up their work on reviewing and evaluating candidates. At the beginning of June, our church leadership (myself, Dr. Jacob
Craig, and Peter Mahtani) will be taking three days to plan worship (themes, scriptures,
music, and more) from July 2022 – August 2023. The Discipleship Ministry Committee, with Carie’s leadership, will be hosting our 2022 Vacation Bible School, a variety
of camps and special events. The Music and Arts Ministry continues with the Chancel
Choir, the Youth Choir, Children’s Choir, the Bells, and a new art rotation.
Wherever you are, whether distant or local, up north or down south, we ask that you
continue to be active and engaged in your Christian ministry. Keep in touch with First
Presbyterian either through calling, texting, e-mailing, Facebook, Zoom classes and, of
course, Livestream worship and study. Though we may be left behind, we are not left
out! A stronger church now translates into a more active and engaged church during
any season!
										God Bless,
										
		

Tim Womack		

*The Left Behind book series (written by Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins) is a fictional, dispensational view of
the God’s revelation which stands in contrast to the classic Calvinist view of Covenantal Theology.

News

GriefShare
Our grief support group meets weekly on Tuesdays for 13 weeks.
Meetings will be held on Tuesdays in the E. T. Smith Lounge from 12:00PM 1:15PM. The next session began on May 3rd, and will continue through August
16th (please note: no meetings will be held on June 7th or July 5th).
A $5.00 donation is appreciated. Please bring your own lunch.

Each session is self-contained, so you do not have to attend in sequence. You will be able to pick up any sessions you missed in our next 13-week cycle.
You can register online at www.griefshare.org or contact Lisa Jeffra by calling the church office at (772) 562-9088
or e-mail lisaj@firstpresvero.org.

Discipleship
Last chance to sign up for VBS
Monday, June 6th - Friday, June 10th

9am-12pm
Scan the QR code to the right
or CLICK HERE to sign up!
For more information about becoming a volunteer, contact Carie Robbins,
Director of Children’s Ministry, at childrensministry@firstpresvero.org

Join us for a SILLY SUNDAY
of Youth Fellowship!
Sunday, June 5
5:30pm - 7:30pm

Human Hungry Hippo, Body Bowling,
Youth Foosball, Bible Study, Dinner, and
the World’s Largest Ice Cream Sundae!

We offer FREE childcare during Sunday Services!
8:30am and 10:00am

Children can be dropped off at the Center for Christian Life (preschool area) before each service.
The 10:00am service also includes a Time for Young Disciples and Children’s
Sermon! Children attend with their families in the sanctuary for the beginning
of the service, and then are asked to join the pastors in the front of the church
for their sermon. Then, the children are brought by our Sunday School teachers to the Center for Christian Life Building where we have two Sunday School
classes and a Nursery.
Children who are too young to attend services in the sanctuary or chapel can
be dropped off at the Center for Christian Life beforehand. All children are released directly to their
parents via sign-out at the end of each service.

Worship, Music, & Arts
Youth Music Tour to the Keys
The music department of FPCVB is
participating in a special four-day
tour from June 16-19! The tour will
feature concerts with combined symphonic orchestra and choir, as well as
individual performances by each ensemble.
Our Youth Musicians, Directors, and
chaperones will travel via charter bus
down the east coast through Miami
and Ft. Lauderdale. They will stop to perform a concert and a service project, then continue
on to the Florida Keys for further concerts and activities.

Our Music Department has been doing great things!
If you’re interested in becoming a part
of this wonderful music ministry, all
are welcome to join! The current trip
is full, however, here is our rehearsal
schedule and we are accepting new
youth musicians after June 19th!

Youth Orchestra - Wednesdays from 3-4:30PM
Youth Choir - Thursdays from 7-8:30PM
Youth Winds & Percussion - Mondays 3:15-4:30PM
ALL ages are welcome in the Music department!
Contact a director today to join an ensemble.
Youth Orchestra & Chancel Choir - Dr. Jacob Craig jacobcraig@firstpresvero.org
Youth Choir, Youth & Adult Handbells - Peter Mahtani petermahtani@firstpresvero.org
Youth Winds & Percussion - Jessica Russell jrussell.1108@gmail.com

Worship, Music, & Arts
Spotlight on our “Galleries at First Pres” curator: Suze Lavender
by Ginger Lagemann

Over the past year, visitors and exhibiting artists alike have
been given the opportunity to meet and work with Susan
Lavender. Affectionately called “Suze”, her nickname perfectly compliments her bubbly, friendly, happy-go-lucky
personality.
Suze was born and raised on the eastern shores of Long
Island, NY. She has two older sisters and a brother. In the
1970’s, she and her family moved to Florida. Suze worked
as a Bakery Manager for Publix for many years at a high
volume store in Vero Beach; during a time when very few
women held that position.
She and her husband, Ron - a Florida native - were married for
35 years. Recently, Ron suddenly passed away from kidney cancer. Her love of art helped sustain her through this difficult time.
Through the influence of her mentor, Frits Van Eeden, and good
friend Sheila Lougheed, her abilities as an artist have taken off.
Suze and Sheila have experimented and accomplished many different art forms throughout their friendship.
Suze says, “Being asked to curate the Galleries at First Pres has
been an honor and a gift.” Through her work with the galleries,
she has had the opportunity to meet many wonderful people. Dr.
Jacob Craig and Judy Garrett have been exceptionally helpful
and she would like to thank them for not only making her job
easy, but also making all of the Opening Receptions extra special! Suze added that having this opportunity has also given her a
chance to gain back some of her confidence since Ron’s passing.

Fellowship
Join us for Joyful Singalong!
*Please note: One of the locations has changed!*
Everyone is welcome! Formerly known as the “Deacons Sing”, we’re looking for
anyone and everyone to join in. You don’t have to be a deacon to sing with us.
Join us as we reinvent and rebuild this wonderful ministry that brings joy to the
residents in Assisted Living and Rehab Facilities. This group is led by Churchill and
Sandi Cooke, and we sing everything from popular songs, oldies favorites, jazz
hits, Rock ‘n Roll, and more! We will start with fun singalongs at 10:00am followed
by a short church service at 10:30am.

Hidden Lakes

(formerly Florida Baptist Retirement Center)
2nd Thursday of each month

1006 33rd St.
Vero Beach, FL 32960
Next: June 9th at 10:30am
Orchid Cove

3rd Thursday of each month

2180 10th Ave.
Vero Beach, FL 32960
Next: June 16th at 10:30am

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

BIBLE BLAST
MUSIC CAMP
JULY 18 - 22, 2022
9 AM - 12 NOON
GRADES K - 5
$50

MALLETS AND MORE
CAMP
JULY 18-21 - 12:30 - 2PM
JULY 22 - 10:30 - 12 NOON
GRADES 4-6
$10
PERFORMANCE - BOTH CAMPS
FRI. JULY 22 - 11:30 A.M.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL 772-696-1271 OR
JANINEJONES@FIRSTPRESVERO.ORG

Mission
Volunteers Needed & a New Donation Drive
During the 4th Wednesday of the month,
volunteers are needed to help package
fresh, canned, and frozen foods which
are then delivered to the residents of
Sunset Apartments nearby. This happens
at the Gifford Youth Achievement Center
(4875 43rd Ave. Vero Beach.) Volunteers
should arrive at 8:30am. The dates are
June 22, July 27, Aug 31.

Watch out for the July newsletter for information on
an upcoming drive to benefit
new mothers in Indian River County!

FPC Preschool News
Registration is open for our summer camps!
We are holding some wonderful camps for preschool children.
Registration costs $200 per week and camps run from 8am to 1pm
Monday through Friday.
Scan the QR code, or CLICK HERE for the registration form!
Week 1: May 31 - June 3 “Blast off to Summer!”
Week 2: June 13 - June 17 “Under the Sea!”
Week 3: June 20 - June 24 “Into the Wild!”
Week 4: June 27 - July 1 “Party in the USA!”
Week 5: July 11 - July 15 “Mad Scientist!”
Week 6: July 18 - July 22 “A Camping We May Go!”
(No camps will be held the weeks of June 6-10 or July 4-8)

Presbyterian Women
Fall Book Study: Wellspring Circle
If you are looking for some summer reading, you might consider joining us in reading these two books:

The Genius of Jesus: The Man Who Changed Everything
by Erwin McManus

Jesus is the ultimate example of genius for humans to follow. McManus examines
Jesus’s genius in five categories; empathy, power, grace, good, true and beautiful. Very eye-opening.

Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others
by Barbara Brown Taylor

The author, an Episcopal priest-turned-college-religion-instructor, tackles
concerns that arise when we encounter different religions than our own. It
affords a glance at different faiths in interesting, life-affirming ways! Some of
her selections are a bit confusing and we would enjoy having help unpacking
them.

A startup group, Wellspring Circle, will meet for six weeks in the fall to reflect on what we have read.
We are hoping to apply our collective Bible wisdom to these two books. The goal is to gracefully
navigate new concepts of living in our pluralistic society. Sally carries phrases from Genius and Holy
Envy in her head for ready reference and would love to hear your reflections! For immediate feedback,
contact her at smdussing@gmail.com.

Our next Presbyterian Women’s Meeting is VERY important!
Monday, June 6th in the Earnshaw Room at 12:00pm

On August 13, 2022, the Presbyterian Women of Central Florida Presbytery will meet at our church IN PERSON for the first time in several
years because of the pandemic. This is a great honor: we must put our
best foot forward! Presbytery leaders will present the Horizons Bible
Study for 2022-23. It is up to our Presbyterian Women to provide a
light breakfast and lunch for 100+ women. We will be making plans for
this event and looking for volunteers at our next meeting on June 6th.
Please plan to attend! Contact Sue Coffey at suecoffey07@gmail.com
for more information.

Enjoy your summer season!

Presbyterian Women
Meet Judi Lampert
by Elaine Heeren

Does the face look familiar? Judi Lampert is the classical flutist who enhances the musicality of our Sunday worship. This accomplished lady shares with
us a talent that continues to delight audiences all over the world. Since retiring to Vero Beach seven years ago, Judi has traveled with the International Flute Orchestra and the Metropolitan Flute Orchestra, playing in Japan,
Iceland, Portugal, Scotland, and England. That’s not to mention countless
performances locally!
Born in Batavia, Illinois, music seemingly is in Judi’s DNA. Her psychiatrist
father and sister were violinists; her school teacher mother a pianist. One
brother played the clarinet; the other, the oboe. Her musical course was
likely set in 5th grade: “One of my older brothers had a band concert. When
the first flutist stood up and played ‘Stars and Stripes Forever’ on the piccolo, I knew that was what I wanted to do.” While earning a BA in music & psychology from Bradley University in Peoria, IL, she won her first paid position
as flutist with the Peoria Symphony. She went on to earn a Masters in music
& performance at Illinois State University.
A brief first marriage brought Judi to Bloomington, IL. A ballroom dance studio where she took lessons
became a client when she started selling radio ads. In time, Judi became the studio’s office manager and,
after 10 years, started dating – and later marrying – friend/owner Foster Lampert. Throughout those years,
Judi never stopped performing. She played with the Illinois Symphony for 20 years, performing in Chicago’s Orchestra Hall and NYC’s Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center.
Eventually the Lamperts relocated to Asheville, NC, where they again opened a ballroom studio. Thanks
to local news coverage, 300 people signed up for the first classes. Said Judi, “We changed the face of
ballroom dancing in Asheville.” Judi taught flute at the University of North Carolina and performed at the
Biltmore Estate for 25 years. While Foster had been dealing with health issues, a trip to Indiana to help his
daughter with a fixer home proved life-altering. “While tree-trimming, he fell and broke 15 bones,” Judi
explained. The Lampert’s search for a Continuing Care Community led them to VB’s Indian River Estates
and its skilled nursing care. Sadly, Foster passed away in 2018.
Judi has found musical outlets with the Florida Flute Association, plus flute groups in Stuart & Melbourne.
Her association with FPC and Dr. Jacob Craig came about when Jane Weise invited Judi to play flute with
her. Judi now teaches flute through PRIMO, the school of performing arts started by Jacob. Judi credits
Jacob as being instrumental in her selection as a guest artist at the Florida and
National Flute Conventions. Jacob said, “Judi is about as close to the consummate
professional as I can define. Any opportunity I have to play with her I take because
it is always most rewarding.”
Judi’s other loves are animals and adventure. Her Pomeranian, Boots, is a registered
therapy dog that regularly cheers up patients at Cleveland Clinic and other facilities. Recently, Judi has been enjoying going on fun trips with her boyfriend, Scott,
who is also a talented ballroom dancing partner!

Judi – What a joy it is to recognize you as an uplifting part of our church family!

Presbyterian Women
Annual Birthday Luncheon
On Saturday, May 21st, thirty women enjoyed a delicious salad luncheon prepared and served by Carol Campbell and Susie Nystrom. Because May is Birthday
Offering month for Presbyterian Women, cupcakes decorated for the appropriate
birth month of attendees were served for dessert. Dr. Louise Feroe was our guest
speaker. She spoke about her experiences in prison ministry and education in NY
state, a fascinating topic and presentation! It was a wonderful event enjoyed by
all- we hope you can join us next year!

Presbyterian Men’s Corner
Bob Masterson: A Life of Perpetual Motion
By Phil LoGiudice

I was lucky to have an enjoyable conversation with Bob Masterson recently. It is safe to say that Bob
never liked to stand still. Even at his boyhood home in Decatur, Alabama, near the Tennessee River,
his mother jokingly said, “he could water ski before he could walk!” He was a rockhound and earned
his BS at Mississippi State University in Petroleum Geology. After graduation in 1966, he started graduate school at North Carolina State; however, the draft board was hovering over him, so he decided
to become a U.S. Naval officer.
Bob started his naval career in 1967 as a newly minted Ensign, went to Naval flight school in Pensacola, and became an Air Intelligence Officer making a cruise to Vietnam aboard the aircraft carrier, USS
Kitty Hawk. Within several months back home from deployment, Bob’s wife got pregnant with their
only son, Rob.
Bob was sent to Vietnam in May 1970 when his first
wife was three months pregnant. He was the intelligence officer to a top-secret special operations group
of Navy SEALs. He returned home from Vietnam when
Rob was six months old. After five years active duty
in 1971 Bob remained in the Naval Reserve where he
would eventually retire as a Captain with 28 years total
service. Bob returned to graduate school, earned his
MS in Geology and Coastal Engineering in 1973, and
worked for several environmental engineering consulting and remediation companies. His first marriage ended in 1977. He met Linda on a ski trip in 1980 to Banff,
Canada and married in 1982.
They moved a lot, crisscrossing the country to follow great employment opportunities. In 2002 Linda’s
job required a move to Laguna Beach CA. Bob retired at that time and they purchased their first sailboat. Linda retired in 2004 and they spent five years sailing the Caribbean ending up in St. Augustine,
FL. You would think they were settling down at that point, but you would be wrong. Next was a 3.5year motorhome adventure. They returned to St. Augustine, but the weather seemed too cold, so they
sold the RV in 2018 and found their final (hopefully) retirement house in Sebastian.
Bob grew up in a Baptist church and home with his loving parents. He established his personal relationship with God and Jesus Christ and developed a strong religious foundation at an early age. Despite that, Bob spent years adrift religiously; however, that faith-based foundation was always present.
There were many situations in Vietnam and throughout his life experiences when he subconsciously
and loudly prayed for God’s forgiveness, help, and guidance and drew upon God’s strength and took
great comfort in knowing his mother was praying for him. Bob and Linda first “discovered” the Presbyterian church in Ringwood NJ in 1984. He later rekindled his faith and one of his greatest joys was
when Linda’s sister Lorraine helped Linda experience Jesus Christ as her personal savior. Bob and
Linda have found church homes at Laguna Presbyterian in Laguna Beach, Flagler Memorial Presbyterian in St Augustine. and now at First Presbyterian in Vero Beach. He particularly enjoys the Tuesday
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship. Bob and Linda enjoy their time with Rob and family including a college
sophomore granddaughter and a college freshman grandson on a baseball scholarship.

Weekly & Monthly Events

On the Calendar for June
VBS: Food Truck Party!
June 6 - 10, 2022

Joyful Singalong
HiddenLakes

1006 33rd St.
Vero Beach, FL 32960

June 9th at 10:00am

Orchid Cove
2180 10th Ave.
Vero Beach, FL 32960
June 16th at 10:00am

Youth Music Tour to the Keys
June 16 - 19, 2022

Dr. Tim’s Bible Study
Tuesdays at 10:30am

Schumann Conferencing Room

Please email Dr. Tim for the current Zoom Link

Presbyterian Women’s Grace Circle

Grace Circle will reconvene with a new Bible Study in October.
Contact Ann Faunce at bafaunce@gmail.com for more information on the next session.

http://www.facebook.com/FirstPresVero

@FirstPresVeroBeach

First Presbyterian Church Vero Beach

Notes and Notes
Leadership & Staff
Rev. Dr. G. Timothy Womack, Senior Pastor
Rev. Russ Feroe, Minister of Congregational Care
Dr. Sam Rutland, Theologian in Residence
Dr. Jacob Craig, Director of Music & Arts
Peter Mahtani, Assistant Director of Music & Arts
Carie Robbins, Director of Children’s Ministries
Ginny Bauer,
Senior Administrative Assistant to the Pastors
Kimberly Ball, Financial Administrator
Lisa Jeffra, Administrative Assistant
ELDERS *indicates Elder/Trustee
Class of 2022
*Jerry Garrett, Phil LoGiudice, Bonnie Nolan,
*Carol Smoyer
Class of 2023
*Allan Bixby, James Ewing, *Linda Masterson,
Cindy Rogers
Class of 2024
Art Haeberle, Rebecca Palmer, *Pat Pritchett,
*Brad Smith
Clerk of Session - Keith Martin
Treasurer - Scott Westermann
Director of Development - Allan Bixby
Trustees-at-Large
2022 - Steve Harrison
2023 - Will Kirk
2024 - Lisa Barnes
BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2022
Mary Bingham, Carol Campbell, Sue Coffey,
Keith Martin, Barbara Reed, Richard Thomas
Class of 2023
Dr. Lucille Craig, Shirley Douglas, Jenifer Foster,
Robin Perry, Mimi Rutland, Bob Stuart
Class of 2024
John Barley, Raleighine Hoppe, Holly LoGiudice,
Beth Pritchett, Brian Robbins, Cyndee Wood

Monthly Ministry, Committee,
and Talent Team Meetings
Please contact your team leader directly to confirm the
status of each meeting. All meeting dates and times are
subject to change at the discretion of each committee/
ministry team, as needed.
Deacons* - 1st Tuesday; 4:00pm
*No meeting in July or August
Discipleship - 1st Tuesday; 1pm
Fellowship - 2nd Tuesday; 11:30am
Hospitality - 1st Monday; 2:30pm
Mission - 2nd Tuesday; 2pm
Personnel - Tuesday prior to Trustees Mtg; 3:30pm
PW Coordinating Team Board - Last Wednesday, 1pm
Session - 3rd Thursday; 6:50pm
Trustees - Monday of the week prior to Session; 3pm
Worship & Music - 1st Thursday; 4pm

June Birthdays
1 - Alissa Bates, Stephanie Moore
2 - Donna Blankenship
5 - Margo Hamilton-Stynchcomb, Carmen Franek,
Kim Conn, Rose Farr
6 - Phil Schwin, Bill Burrows, Bob Stuart,
Cynthia Wood
7 - Roger Swanson, Meg Dingee
8 - Libby Thompson
9 - Ken Foster
10 - Dave Stewart, Jon Womack, Nancy Rumford
12 - Violet Moyer, , Trell Adams, Lorna Oswald
14 - Mary Ann Renz, Mary Husman,
Shannon Farabow
15 - Virginia Ostrander, Erin Franko,
Cherrie Schreiber, Susan Foster, Larry Murphy
16 - Cindy Welford
17 - Robbi Peirce, Ann Risinger
18 - Nancy Forlines, Mike Goodfellow, Alena Yancy
20 - Carolyn Snyder, Linda Johnson,
Stephanie Womack, Catella Castell-Grigley,
Mary Blair
21 - Ben Humphries
22 - Kaiden Long, John Davis
23 - Amanda Armas
26 - Carol Smoyer
28 - Joel Shine
29 - Lizzie Tuite

First Presbyterian Church of Vero Beach
520 Royal Palm Boulevard
Vero Beach, FL 32960
(772) 562-9088

http://www.FirstPresVero.org
Rev. Dr. G. Timothy Womack, Senior Pastor

Sunday Worship Times through September 25th
8:30am in the Chapel, 10:00am in the Sanctuary

We are pleased to offer childcare for all services. Our children’s Sunday School runs concurrent with
our 10:00AM service. We will also be having Fellowship Time with coffee and cookies on the patio after all worship services. The first Sunday of every month is Communion Sunday. If you would
like one of our fellowship cups, please call the church office, and we will see that one gets delivered
to you. In addition, you may also procure your own elements.

We welcome you to join our Church family!

Anyone who is moved to join our church family is encouraged to contact our pastors anytime!
Pastries with the Pastors - 2nd Sunday of the month after the 9:30am service
Membership Sunday - 3rd Sunday of the month after each service
All meetings take place in the Chapel. For more information please contact the church office.

June Scriptures and Sermons
June 5, 2022
Rev. Dr. G. Timothy Womack,
Senior Pastor
Acts 2:1-21
“It’s Your Birthday”

June 12, 2022
Rev. Dr. G. Timothy Womack,
Senior Pastor
Romans 5:1-5
“Reasons for Boosting”

June 19, 2022
Rev. Dr. G. Timothy Womack,
Senior Pastor
Galatians 3:23-29
“Locked up or Set Free”

June 26, 2022
Rev. Dr. G. Timothy Womack,
Senior Pastor
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
“Apart from the Spirit...”

“For God Loves a Cheerful Giver”
Aside from our regular Sunday Service giving opportunities, your offering can
also be accepted via mail or in person via the secure dropbox just outside of the
church office door.
Did you know that you can also give an offering online?
Click here to be directed to our secure portal.
Or, use your smartphone for easy mobile giving!
Text “Firstpresvero” to 73256 and follow the prompts!

